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AEROSPACE REACTOR TESTED AT IDAHO
IDAHO FALLS IDAHO -- A planned nuclear excuxﬁsiong at the Atomic Energy Commission's
il . -

National Rea.ctor Testing Station in Idaho, toda.y resulted, as expected, in damage to the core of

an aerospace nu”clea.r reactor while it was immersed in water. The extent of the damage and other

results of the experlment will not be known until after the test data are analyzed."

Heat from the nuclear reaction, causmg steam pressures and/or a. metal-water chemical

. reaction, eJected water from the test tank to a height of; feet.

The test v&a.s the first planned to investigate the effects of accidents that could occur to an

a.erospa.ce reactor if it should fall into water before or diuring its launch into space.,
No ha.zardto site employees or to the public resulted from the test. It was conducted as
partof a cont1nu1ng AEC program to obtain data for a.ssessmg the safety of nuclear-powered

space devices belng developed as part of the AEC's SNAP (Systems for Nuclear Auxiliary Power)

f - : u
il . "
program. !

_i\ . ' y
A SNAP-10A type of reactor was involved in the test, designated SNAPTRAN-3 (SNAP-

L
o
b

: Transient), at the Initial Engineering Test fa.cility.

Careful selection of weather conditions and an extensive radiological safety monitoring

i
,'I

system gulded test plannlng. | - o
The SNAPTRAN program is conducted for the Atomlc Energy Commission by the Atomic
Energy D1v151on of Phillips Petroleum Company, a pr1nc1pal AEC contractor for nuclear safety
testing, Atomlcs International is the AEC's pr1me contra.ctor for design and construction of the
SNAP-10A rea.ctor systems. Edgerton, Germeshausen Fz Grier, Las Vegas, Neva.da,, participated

in the technical ffphotogra.phic coverage of t_lle_ experiment}i.
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